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DISASTROUS BLAZE VISITS ROCK ISLAND

CLUB HOUSE DESTROYED BY FIRE FANNED BY HIGH WIND LAST WEDNESDAY
NIGHT.

BRAVE WOMAN SAVES GRANDPARENT

BEATS DOWN DOOR AND DRAGS WOMAN AGED 82 TO PLACE OF SAFETY.

Rock Island, the Willamette river summer resort, is today but a blackened
skeleton of its former self as a result of a disastrous blaze which swept the island
last Wednesday afternoon.

_ The blaze was first noticed by Mrs. R. J. Smith, wife of the lessee, at about
3:30 pm. At 4 o'clock the big club building was entirely consumed by the fire, the
high northwestern winds and the dry timber in the building co-operating to bring
about flash-like distruction. ‘

Mrs. Smith, together with her grandmother, aged 82 years, was idling away
time in the living rooms at the westem end of the big building when peculiar and
foreign noises first caught her attention. She had been playing the pinola and it
was some time before she distinguished between the noises of the wind and the
water of the past few days and the cracking of the fire. Going from the quarters to
the dance hall she saw the peril in which both the grandmother and herself were 1n.
The ceiling of the hall and room was ablaze and falling. She hastened her aged
relative from the rooms through smoke and heat and into the basement, sometimes
dragging the elderly woman. Exit from the front and side doors was entirely cut off
and upon reaching the basement it looked for a time as if they were to be twarted
here too; the door was belted. A stick of cord wood vigorously applied broke down
the door and gained for the trapped prisoners freedom and life. Mrs. Smith placed
her grandmother in a position of safety and then entered the burning stucture and
succeded in saving some clothing and family silverware, bed-linen and a few
trinkets. A mandolin, an hierloom in the family was burned although Mrs. Smith
tried repeateded attempts to reach and save it.

The Smith family lost practicaly everything. The winter's supply of
provisions and all their furniture’and considerable stock of summer merchandise to
the extent of $3300 was burned. No insurance was carried on this although the
building was insured.

The building was owned by the Portland Rowing Club from whom Mr.
Smith leased. It was a big two story affair handsomly decorated and furnished



throughout and know far and near among pleasure loving excurstionists. It was
built in 1902 or 1903 by Peter Kerr for the old Rock Island Club and ( ) sold to
the present owners. The building and equipped resort was valued at $35,000.

Mr. Smith, who was in Portland at the time, is of the opinion that defective
wiring caused the fire. He says that from what he can learn from his wife the blaze
started in the ceiling. Several weeks ago an inspector made an examination of the
wiring and reported all well, but Smith is yet of the opinion that that was the cause.
He says there no fire in the stove at the time.

It was first feared that the trees and folage of the island were entirely ruined
but Mr. Smith says that once the smoke cleared away he made an examination with
the result that he has announced that only portions of the trees were touched by
flames and that next season one will never know that a fire had visited the place
from appearances. He will transplant and reseed where necessary.

A new dancing hall, a sort of an open air pergola, will be constructed as well
as numerous tent houses for camping purposes and the resort reopened in May as if
nothing had happened. Fifty season reservations have already been made.

The fire attracted spectators from far and near. A press reporter and J.E.
Keck were perhaps the first on the scene. The launch, Junita, operated in the
summer as a ferry between the island and Milwaukie was taken from her winter
moorings and hastened to the scene bearing the two mentioned. Arriving there
nothing was to be found of the two women known to be on the premises and a
hurried search was made and nothing learned of as to their whereabouts. In the
meantime the women had taken a rowboat and gone to a neighboring home on this
side of the Willamette and later Mrs. Smith returned to the ( ) when the fear
that she had perished was banished.

The effects saved from the were taken to Milwaukie and later to Portland to
the house of a relative of the family where Mr. and Mrs. Smith and little son are
now stopping.

Oregonian Nov. 23, 1916
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( resereded a% Claskamas Ceunty Coeurt Heuse, Oregen City )

Queen V, Whitoo-b %e Jehn Hagemburger
$ 1504~- ‘ July 31, 1865

Frederiek, Theedere N, and Hattie L. Hagenburger %o
Charles Fisher $ 40Os~= Maren 18, 1887

Charles Fisher $%e Axel Refflimg, Pertlaad
$ 15004~~ June 17, 1892

Axel Refflimg ~ Bheriff teek ever Oe%,21, 1899,
cellection ef delimquent taxes, turmed ever e County,
Mre Marley being the highesd and bests bidder, Paild $ 9,95

Pelle Marley and Jessie V, Marley te Axel Reffling,
This vas a quitolaim deed and dees net give ameuwnt,
Awgus$ 19, 1904, recerded August 26,1904

Axel Refflimg and Astrid Refflimg $e Reek Island Club
fer 150 shares of said elub, par value § 100,-- per
Share, and %he elud alme assumed § 6000,~- mertage,
viaieh vas eved te 1 President and Trustees of Twalatin

Aeademy and Paoifise Univorﬂsgl’d.d Marek 6, 1908
L

Reok Island Club te Peter Kerr, Trustee
§ 30 0004== (Mersage still em 1it,)
Hareh 19, 1910, reserded March 29, 1910

Trustee in bankruptsy ef the estate of A, Reffling
by Themas Kerr, $§ 250,00
April 2, 1912, reserded Oct, 15, 1912

Peter Kerr, Trustee for Henry L.Corbets, and Petar Kerr
and Lawrie King Kerr, his wife, %0 Pertland Rewing Club,
Ne price stated = but states a mertage te 3,Benson of
$ 16 000,~= with rvestrietions § met te be used for immoral
purpese, ne fastery, mill, ecomstrustien verk, or any mer-
santile or business wse for 12 years,

Desesber 4, 1918, recerded September 9,1919,

171/110 Easement te Pertland Railway Light and Power Co,
Plaeing, maintaining, repairing and eperating wires fer the
purpese of transmitting eleetrical emergy fer 5 Year peried
for § 25¢~= per year,

May 24, 1923 recerded June 1, 1923,



176/488

177/261

206/257

276/59

Persland Rewing Club %e Seaurity Savings and Trust Ce.
Ne ameuns given, alse mertage ne ameunt given,
HeKe Semeur : Oatever 20, 192k

Seeuridy Savings and Trusts Ce, te Peler Kerre
Ne ameuwnt given . :DeweelOy, 1924, reecorded Das. 20, 1924

188/193 Release Of‘llIOIilt.(N.til. ehnage in firm namel)

Pertland Elestrie Pover Coe
Mareh 31, 1927, reserded April 12, 1927

239/303 Kery Invesiments Ceq bte Peter Kerr anmd
Laurie King Kerr % imteress May 28,1937

"239/304 Kerr Iavesimend Ce., %o Jame Kerr, X imterest,

May 28, 1937

- 239/305 Kerr Iavestmens Ce. te Amne Korr MeDonald

% imterest ,May 28, 1937

April 15, 1937 Kerr Investments Coo disselved, $his vas
sharehelders dissribubiens. :
All saree deeds recerded September 9, 1937,

Peter Kerr, Laurie King Kerr, kusband & wife, and Anne
Kery MsDemald and James MeDenald, husband & wife, and
Jane Kerr Plats and Jokn W.S.Platt, her husband, te

Cisy ef Pertland.
Neve 30, 1940, recerded Jamuary 8, 1941
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